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Profile Jesper Kongshaug is an award-winning lighting designer who works, 
researches and teaches internationally in the fields of performing arts, 
architecture and lighting technology. “Kongshaug is one of Denmark's 
foremost lighting designers. The majority of his works have been linked to 
opera at the international level. Kongshaug is with high artistic quality trying, 
experimental, but also very clear and confident in their solutions. He created a 
large lighting installation Winter Light, then Copenhagen in 1996 was an EU 
city of culture. ” (Gyldendal's encyclopedia) Jesper Kongshaug teaches and 
lectures at a number of leading cultural institutions on a global scale. Jesper 
Kongshaug develops and advises on architectural lighting for a number of the 
country's leading architectural studios. 

Continuing 
education:

University of Arizona, Tucson - Performance Studies 1976-78  
Polytechnic, Lundtofte, 1974-76 Niels Brocks Business School 1974-75

Trade unions 
and 
organizations:

The Association of Danish Scenographers, ESTA and USITT member.

Teaching 
experience:

Stanford University, SF, CA, USA  
KADK Danmarks Designskole School of Performing Arts  
China Hong Kong Performing Arts Academy, Hong Kong Territory. 
The Danish Film School Kolding Design School Oslo Academy of the Arts - 
KHIO, Norway. Dramatic Institute, Stockholm Shanghai Theater Academy, 
Shanghai,

Lecture: Archtober Conference, New York City - “Architecture of the Arts”  
ILS, Hong Kong, “Performative Spaces” USITT, Dallas, Texas, Lighting as Art 
in the Public Space PLD-C, Copenhagen, 2013 - Lighting as Art in the Public 
Space For the Danish Center for Light: “Day of Light” lighting design for the 
Playhouse “Day of Light lighting design for the Blue Planet

Computer / CAD 
experience:

AutoCAD, VectorWorks, ESP Vision, DIAlux, GrandMA

Projects: Architectural lighting design:



Lighting design, professional supervision, description disciplines, bespoke 
luminaire design, time planning and project planning buildings for the design 
studios: 
Henning Larsen Architects, Kengo Kuma Associates, 3XN, Dorte Mandrup, 
BIG, Vandkunsten, Kristine Jensen, Lundgaard and Tranberg, Erik Brandt 
Dam and more 

Projects - current: 

Water Culture House, Copenhagen 

Tivoli Gardens, København 

Lighthouse, Aarhus 

New Ellebjerg Station project 

Architectural project completed: 

IOC - Den Olympiske Komités nye hovedssæde i Lausanne, Schweiz 
Hans Christian Andersen Museum, Odense 
Tivoli Hjørnet, København 
BRT Vestbyen Aalborg Statíon 
Byrumsprojekt Tornhøj, Aalborg 
Hamar Kulturhus, Norway 2014 
Roskilde Kulturstrøg, Roskilde 
Den nye K.B. Hallen, Frederiksberg 
Energiens Hus, Dansk Energi, Frederiksberg 
Eilert Schmith Hotel og restaurant, Stavanger, Norge 
Ny belysning til Ballerup Boulevard, Ballerup  
Amager Bakke, Copenhill 
LEGO HOUSE, Billund 
Experimentariet, Lyslabyrint, København, 2017 
ULC Landmark, Kunstner: Marlene Bach, Odense, 2017 
Roskilde Rockmuseum - Ragnarock, Roskilde, 2016 
ILLUM, København, 2015 
International Criminal Court, Kunstner: Eske Rex, Haag, 2015 
Den Blå Planet, Kastrup, 2015 
Kai Løvrings Plads, Odense, 2015 
Langebro, København 2015 (Nomineret til Dansk Lyspris 2015) 
Bygningskulturens Hus, København, 2014 
Kongernes Lapidarium, Chr. IV’s Bryghus, 2014 
Grønnegade Plads, Odense, 2013 
Den Blå Planet, Kastrup.2013 
Kastrup Lufthavn, Terminal 2+3, 2000-2013 
Grøndals Kirke, København NV, 2010 
Kongens Have, Odense, 2009 
Skuespilhuset, Kvæsthusbroen, København, 2006 
Højbro Plads, København, 2006

Stage Art:



Jesper Kongshaug has created lighting design for experimental performances, 
such as Hotel Pro Forma's "OPERAtion: Orfeo" and others and Odin Teatret's 
"Mythos". Since 1995, he has been regularly seen at the Royal Theatre, where 
he among other things, has designed lighting for John Frandsen's I-K-O-N 
(2003), Verdi's Troubadour (2010), Wagner's The Ring of the Nibelung 
(2003-2006), The Woman Without a Shadow and Tosca (2011) as well as King 
Lear (2016).  
He has also created the lighting design for Den Jutland Opera's staging of The 
Ring of the Nibelung (1993-1997) and Mozart's Idomeneo (2010). On an 
international level, Jesper Kongshaug has solved tasks for e.g. Vienna State 
Opera; Royal Opera House in Covent Garden, London; San Francisco Opera; 
Boston Lyric Opera; Theater an der Wien; La Monnaie in Brussels; Opera de 
Lyon and Dramaten in Stockholm as well as for the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music Festival. In February 2013,  
Jesper Kongshaug created the light installation Northern Lights at a large 
landscaped Nordic culture festival at the Kennedy Center in Washington D.C. 
It can be seen on "House of Cards" from the 2nd season. Mozart's “Idomeneo” 
at the Wiener Staatsoper, (2014) and Madame Butterfly from the Opera in 
Brussels, were both live-streamed worldwide.

Published 
articles:

"Transforming the Visitor Experience Through Light”: Tivoli Gardens: A Case 
Study, Bloomsbury.
"Across Copenhagen's street lighting 2014", 
KADK, LYS laboratory - research center for architectural lighting 
Authors: Katja Bulow and Jesper Kongshaug, Photo: Claus Asp 

"Interdisciplinary LED research" 
Project by Karin Søndergaard. 
Department of Architecture Technology, KADK. 
Authors: 
Karin Søndergaard, Kjell Yngve Petersen, Christina Augustsen, Jesper 
Kongshaug, 

"Energy optimization through adaptive lighting control (EAL)" support from 
ELforsk for project 
by Kjeld Yngve Petersen. 

Awards: Received the major Danish Architecture Award from Nykredit in 2022. 
Received the “Edison Award 2015” award special recognition for “Best 
Creative Project”, 2015 Reumert Prize in 2012 for scenography for Hotel 
Proformas' "War Sum Up", 2012 Jesper Kongshaug received the Initiative 
Award from Danish Theater Reviewers in 1999, Gramophone World Award; 
“Best DVD” for “Copenhagen Ring”, 2008 Received the Danish Light Prize 
2008 and later the same year the Nordic Light Prize for lighting design for 
Skuespilhuset by Kvæsthusbroen, as well as award of recognition from PLDC. 
Weber Light Prize in 2001. JK is an adjunct professor at Kolding Design 
School. JK is a guest professor at the Shanghai Theater Academy. JK is 
included in “Kraks Blå Bog”.


